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“Pastor, after that sermon, the altar should have been filled.” How many 
times I have heard this or similar expressions. So, what do you think about 
public response to public invitations? 

I could consider this historically through the record of the public invitation. 
I could discuss this culturally and how different cultures respond differently. 
However, I want to approach this subject in three parts: First, Scripturally: 
What is the Scriptural precedent (as we should approach everything!)? Second, 

functionally: What the invitation is. Third, functionally: What the invitation is not. So, we begin with 
the Scriptural pattern. Here are three elements to the ministry of the Word of God. 

1.	 Communication of truth. This places responsibility on the one who is teaching to teach the truth of the Bible accurately, 
persuasively, and with personal integrity. (Remember the master [teacher] will have greater condemnation. James 3:1. If the 
person teaching isn’t authentic, beware.)  When the religious hypocrites brought the woman taken in adultery to Jesus, He 
preached a short sermon, “He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone.” Before and after the sermon He 
must have written quite a sermon to go along with the one He preached, since “they which heard it…[were] convicted by 
their own conscience (John 8:7,8).” Which brings me to the next element. 

2.	 Confrontation with truth. There is an innate power of the Word to pierce our innermost being (Hebrews. 4:12).  The 
Holy Spirit takes the communication of truth and deals with the hearts of the hearer. When Peter preached on the Day of 
Pentecost, the audience was “pricked in their hearts (Acts 2:37).” The Holy Spirit uses His Word to help us to see the truth 
and ourselves in light of it (James 1:25). After Peter preached the Word and the Spirit brought conviction, what was the 
response? “What shall we do? (Acts 2:37)” That’s the third element.

3.	 Conclusions about the Truth.  I have heard it said, “Preach for a verdict.” When Paul preached the truth in Athens (Acts 
17:32,34) “some mocked.” That is, rejection of the truth – to push away the truth. “Others said, We will hear thee again of 
this matter.” That is, they delayed receiving the truth – to put it off. “Howbeit, certain men clave unto him, and believed.” 
That is, they were receptive to the truth – to put it into practice. Every time the truth is presented, the same response 
occurs. It may be outright, or it may be couched in religious justification, but all of us come to one of the three conclusions. 

Before we talk about the altar, let’s consider our response at the altar of our hearts.
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God’s Holy Lamb

Death    
  Defeated

has

Join us at 
Stanley Heights Baptist Church, 

Easter Sunday, April 1st at 
8:15 and 10:30 am.

Easter is that special time 
of year when we celebrate 
the resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. In conquering 
death, He offers salvation to 
all and victory to the believer. 
“Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of 
the world.” (John 1:29)

In portraying Jesus as the Lamb of God, this musical presents 
the events surrounding the crucifixion and resurrection. A 
monologue leads us through that week with a clear-cut gospel 
message. Various aspects of Christ’s rejection, crucifixion, 
and resurrection are pointed out in a way that all can easily 
understand. Our prayer is that all honor and praise will go to 
our Lord and Savior, God’s Holy Lamb! 

been
2018 VBS “Time Lab”

Wouldn’t it be amazing to travel back in time and witness epic 
events in history? Imagine the thrill of meeting great heroes of the 
faith like Abraham, Moses, or Gideon. Or the fun of experiencing 
life in ancient cultures like Rome. Or the fascination of watching 
famous inventors make discoveries that change the world.

Now imagine traveling through time and meeting the most 
important man ever—a man who was not just a man, but also 
God. One who turned the world upside-
down. One who existed outside of time.

Time sure will fly while we’re having 
fun. So, head this way and get ready to launch 
into hyperdrive as we take off for Time Lab! 

Let’s go! June 4-8, 6:45-8:30 p.m.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Clay Basinger, Gracyn Basinger, 

Morgan McKay, Jayden Whitesell 
and Joel Whitesell

CONDOLENCES to:
Frankie Caruthers in the 
  death of his stepmother
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It is our great pleasure to celebrate those who have found favor with God and have been granted a long life of 90 or more years.  
This includes: Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Alligood, Mrs. Dorothy Earnshaw, Mr. John Johnson, Mrs. Alice Matthews, Mrs. Zulee McBryar, 
Miss Marge Ogle, Dr. Wymal Porter, and Mr. George Wisner. Glimpses into their lives follow. Mrs. Matthews was not available.

— continued on page 3

In Celebration of Longevity

Holocaust Remembrance Day falls on April 12, 2018. To what extent did European anti-Semitism contribute to the 
perpetration of the Holocaust?

In the 1890s, a French court falsely convicted Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish officer in the French army, of treason. 
As the military publicly degraded Dreyfus, a crowd of observers openly howled anti-Jewish epithets. Indeed, one 
contemporary caricature of Dreyfus depicted him as a demonic serpent.

“The Protocols of the Elders of Zion”, which appeared in 1903, was a Russian book, which purportedly documented 
a meeting of Jewish leaders discussing their objectives for global Jewish dominion. The author actually plagiarized 

material from a nineteenth century French publication, adapting its contents to transform the Jews into the villains of this period.
After World War I ended, many Germans believed the Jews worked together to further their own interests, to the detriment of other 

nations (such as Germany). In 1933, the German people elected Adolf Hitler as leader. He started his rule by spearheading legislative acts 
(such as the Nuremberg Laws) that effectively deprived German Jews of their civil rights. 

By 1939, he initiated a program involving extermination of the Jewish populations under his control. This agenda – ‘The Holocaust’ 
– resulted in approximately six million Jewish deaths.

TO THE JEW FIRST...
By Mark Oshman

Events Leading Up to the Holocaust

Dorothy Earnshaw was born in 1924 in a small town in Mount Vernon, Illinois but God enlarged her borders significantly. 
She grew up and joined the Navy where she became a graphic artist designing visuals for classroom teaching. She met  George D. 

Earnshaw, Jr., and they married in 1946 toward the end of World War II and raised seven children.
George was saved in the Navy and preached his first sermon aboard ship in route to Pearl Harbor. Dorothy 

was saved as a child. After service to their country, life together would take them to Ghana, West Africa as 
missionaries in the 1970s under Baptist Mid Missions. A lifetime of serving God led them to pastorates in a 
number of states including Alabama, Florida, Oklahoma, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, West Virginia, and 
other states. 

Dorothy attended Bob Jones University and Tennessee Temple University. She also taught elementary level 
children in Christian schools. George and Dorothy had 68 years together before his home going in 2014.

Mrs. Dorothy Earnshaw

I served in World War II as an aircraft mechanic in Brazil South America. My ministry began then and after the 
war, I returned to Brazil as a missionary. Most of my work was visiting and preaching the gospel in small villages 
and established churches that are still ongoing today. However, I lived most of the time in the large city of Salvador 
where I started two churches that are still ongoing as well. Many years ago, I started working with public schools 
teaching the gospel. That work is still continuing and I still have a part in supporting the work.

I find that the miracles of God as found in the Bible are still true today. God kept me safe through many trying 
situations. I praise God also for the multitude of Brazilians that accepted the Word of God and were born into 
the family of God.

Mr. George Wisner

At 99 years old and turning 100 on August 
13, 2018, Lewis Alligood is the eldest of nine 
honorees living 90 years or more. His wife 
Billie is 91 and they reside at the Lantern at 
Morning Point.

Born in Washington, North Carolina 
and growing up in Creswell, Lewis had four 
brothers and no sisters. He served four years 
in the United States Army Air Corps during 

World War II. He met Billie at a diner in Kingsport, Tennessee. 
He was working for Wesco Paving Company (later to become 
Vulcan Materials) and she was working at the Kingsport Press. 
Wesco brought them to Chattanooga where he later started his 
own business, Towel & Linen, Inc. and grew it into two locations.

Sometime in the late 1970s, Lewis became convinced that God 
wanted Hickory Valley Christian Church to start a school. He 
became the co-founder and driving force in establishing Hickory 
Valley Christian School. He was so committed to the project that   
he and Billie mortgaged their home to become the first financial

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Alligood
contributors to the school. Lewis remains committed to the 
concept of institutions to prepare young people for life.

There was another issue that overshadowed their lives. One of 
Lewis’ brothers was an alcoholic as well as one of his grandsons. 
They became committed to trying to help those with alcohol and 
drug addictions. For a period of time, Lewis went every Saturday 
along the same route and handed out religious tracts. During his 
time at Stanley Heights, he has been associated with Reformers 
Unanimous. His grandson is now in his third year of recovery 
after his addictions led him into crime and incarceration.    

   Two of the Alligood’s three daughters, 
Teresa and Anita, live in Chattanooga but 
Sharon passed away in 1997. Billie worked for 
Lewis in the linen store until that time and 
he soon after closed that location. He worked 
the Tiftonia location until his stroke in 2007 
and closed the store in 2009 after more than 
50 years.
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— continued from page 2...In Celebration
Dr. Wymal Porter — My Greatest Regret

As I look back over 94 years of my life, I 
see a number of things that I truly regret. 
However, there is one thing that I regret 
more than any other and it is that I did not 
yield to the convicting work of the Holy 
Spirit and trust Christ as my Savior when I 
was a teenager rather than waiting until I was 
twenty-seven. I wasted some of the best years of my life, and did 
some things for which I have paid the rest of my life.

It was in 1936-37 when I was thirteen or fourteen years old 
that I remember first being under conviction. I attended a revival 
service at the Baptist church in our rural community where the 
Holy Spirit clearly spoke to me about my sin and my need for 
Christ and salvation. I very foolishly resisted the Holy Spirit 
and left the service that night lost. Over the next several years, I 
heard the gospel many times and came under conviction many 
times but continued to resist. However, praise our long-suffering 
God, in March 1953, I again heard the gospel at the Calvary 
Baptist Church in Shreveport, Louisiana. That time, I yielded to 
the Holy Spirit and was saved when I trusted Christ as my Savior.

If there is one thing I would urge young people to do, it is that 
you would yield to the convicting work of the Holy Spirit and 
trust Christ as your Savior while you are young. If you will, you 
will not have to experience the regret that I have had and still do.

 I am the last survivor of my immediate family and have lived in Chattanooga all but 12 of my 91 years. I retired 
from teaching in 1989 after 42 years. Ten of those years were in Sevier County and 32 years were at Chattanooga 
Central High School, my alma mater. 

I was saved when I was in the junior department at Highland Park Baptist Church, where I was a member most 
of my life. I enjoyed being involved in Sunday school, attending church, and belonging to a missionary circle.

I am so grateful to be at Stanley Heights, where the Word of God is proclaimed; where missions and missionaries 
are important; and where people, young and not so young, are friendly. Health issues prevent my being as active 

as I once was but God is good to allow me to do what I can for Him. 
In addition to a greeting card ministry, I continue to coordinate a quarterly reunion of ladies Sunday school classes from 

Highland Park Baptist Church. My favorite song is “No One Ever Cared for Me Like Jesus” by Charles Weigel. 
Editor’s Note: many of you will remember Dr. Weigel as an itinerant preacher and songwriter. He became a member of Highland Park Baptist 

Church in his later years and lived there on campus until his death. 

Miss Marge Ogle

I was born in 1921 in Decatur Alabama. I was Saved at an early age. I was in church with my mother and daddy 
and my teacher in one of our training sessions asked me if I wanted to be saved. I was really excited about it so 
I went forward and was later baptized in the Tennessee River when the weather permitted. I could hardly wait! 

I was taught to pray by my mother. The first real important prayer that I prayed was for my daddy. He had 
something that was thought to be incurable. I prayed that God would not take him and he lived 82 years.

I moved to Chattanooga for more schooling when I was 19 years old. I worked for my brother at Wally’s Grill 
for 30 years. I married in 1942 and had four children. I have a wonderful family with 3 sons; 1 daughter; 10 
grandchildren; 13 great-grandchildren; and 6 great-great-grandchildren. 

My most significant contribution to society came through working with five benevolent organizations and three parent/teacher 
associations. I held an elected office in each one. I was also in church with my family three times each week and participated in 
Thursday night Visitation. I held an office in Sunday school as well. 

The best thing that happened to me, next to salvation, was being part of Highland Park Baptist Church. I eventually went to work 
in the church office after our children were grown. Several months later, I went to work  at Tennessee Temple University. I had just 
lost my husband and knew why God had placed me there. I only wish He would have done so sooner but that was not in His plan. 

The most useful lessons that I have learned in my 96 years is: only what is done for Christ will last and the best place to begin 
serving Him is church.

Mrs. Zulee McBryar

The best advice John Johnson has to offer anyone is “Live for 
the Lord!” He turned 97 years old on Saturday, March 31 and 
his life is a testimony to this advice. He came to Highland Park 
Baptist Church in 1943 and was a member from 1945 until the 
closing in 2013. During his years there, he taught children in 
the primary department for 52 years; was an usher (1955-2013); 
served on the deacon board (1961-2013); and served as church 
clerk for 20 years.

John was born in Hopkinsville, Kentucky. 
When he was 13 years old, he realized that he 
was lost and asked the Lord to save him. He 
was baptized in July 1934. 

He and his wife of 45 years, Billie Sharp  
Johnson, enjoyed traveling and his life has 
been a happy one. Billie went home to be 

with the Lord in 2006. John had only one sibling, a brother who 
passed away in 2010. His 95 year old sister-in-law is still living 
and in Hopkinsville as are other relatives.

John’s uncle, a friend of Eugene Turner, brought him a job 
offer for Turner Funeral Home on Dodds Avenue. He accepted 
and came to Chattanooga in 1943. He worked there for 20 years 
in several capacities including funeral director and manager. He 
later went to work for Washington National Insurance Company 
as a field representative and retired after 21 years.

His hobby has been researching genealogy and family histories.  
He has written three books with family search findings.

Mr. John Johnson
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