
In the last Connections newsletter I told you about my quest 
for each of us to “buy in” to our mission statement personally 
and the graphic I am working on to picture it. 

Just recently, in a discipler training group, we read this 
quote by Robert Coleman from The Master Plan of Evangelism. 
“When will we realize that [evangelistic discipleship] is not 
done by something, but by someone?...The work itself is done 
by people reaching people.”

How does that hit you? Here is how it hits me.  Glorifying 
God by developing and deploying disciples in this generation for the next is not the 
responsibility of someone else. Rather it is each of us, through our church, developing 
as a disciple (a disciple’s personhood) and deploying as a disciple (a disciple’s impact 
through relationships) for God’s glory.

CONDOLENCES to the Families of:
•Brad Blanton in the loss of his Aunt; 
•Corey Lee in the loss of his Grand-
   mother and Grandfather;
•Ruth Lowery in the loss of her Son;
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Should the church do it? Yes.  Somebody else or me? I say, Yes - somebody else 
and you! Remember, you and me makes we. We all share in the responsibility, so start today!

Look for more musings on this in future Connections.

Elizabeth Carroll

WELCOME 
NEW 

MEMBERS

Sabrina Farmer Heather Farmer Jordan Hill Carrie WhaleyTy & Karen Allen

The Passion story of Christ is a love story. It is the story of God sending His one and only Son 
– the Holy Lamb of God – to redeem all humanity in a sacrificial act of love so that we might 
be eternally united with the Creator of the universe. His Wondrous Love recounts the earthly life 
and ministry of Jesus. His was a life characterized by love as He taught and served others in the 
name of the One who had sent Him to live among us. Though many heard and received His 
message of love, ultimately the masses rejected Him, leading to His death on the cross.

The resiliency of love did not end with Christ’s crucifixion. For in this story, love overwhelmed 
hate; life triumphed over death and Jesus was raised from the dead. As the familiar Easter hymn 
says, “Love’s redeeming work is done, fought the fight the battle won!” And He lives! I know that 

my Redeemer lives! Thanks be to God!
Join us at Stanley Heights Baptist Church, Easter Sunday, April 21st at 8:15 and 10:30 am.

In planning for His Wondrous Love on Easter Sunday, Easter Outreach Week is April 9-13.  We 
will prepare information packets with invitations to our Easter services and we will go door-to-door 
placing them at the homes of our East Ridge neighbors. There is something each of you can do to 
help during that week. Watch for more details.

Easter Outreach Week

Amanda Lopez

•Gerry Baughman in the loss of Joan, 
   Gerry’s Sister;
•Jessie Shipp & Frances Snyder in the 

loss of O. B. Wooten 
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Jews celebrate the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread on the fifteenth day of Nissan, the first 
month in the Jewish calendar (Leviticus 23:6). 
For 2019, the holiday falls on the evening of 
April 19.

Unleavened bread played a major role in 
Biblical Judaism. God commanded the Jewish people to eat 
unleavened bread, for seven days, beginning with the first night 
of that feast (Exodus 13:6). When consecrating priests, Jews 
had to use unleavened bread (Exodus 29:2). The meat offering 
required them to use unleavened bread, as part of that sacrifice 
(Leviticus 2:4, 5).

Leaven symbolized sin.  Paul exhorted the Corinthian 
believers to “(p)urge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be 
a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover 
is sacrificed for us” (I Corinthians 5:7). He exhorted them, 
“Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with 
the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth” (I Corinthians 5:8).

The Feast of Unleavened Bread should remind Christians 
that God seeks to conform each of them into the image of Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, we have a reason to avoid committing sin. 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread
TO THE JEW FIRST...

By Mark Oshman

How Christ Saved Me

I was raised in a non-Christian but very science-minded family. 
I grew up believing in a physical and biological 
evolution of the world through billions of years, 
by pure chance. However, I had some awareness 
of God until high school, when I embraced 
atheism. College (Duke University) reinforced 
both my atheism and my belief in evolution.

After graduating from Duke, I got married 
and went to Louisiana State University to pursue 

a Ph.D. in physics. My dissertation research took me, my wife, 
and our two small children to the mountains of Colorado. 
While there, we attended a small mountain church near our 
cabin, where the pastors of the church offered to give us a Bible 
study in our home. The course covered all the basic doctrines of 
Scripture, very well as I know now. One of the things was that 
if I ever accepted Christ as my savior, the Spirit of God would 
come to dwell in me.

After the course was over, I asked God (whom I had known 
all along to exist) to show me whether He had anything to do 
with Jesus Christ and the Bible. On my part, I would study the 
gospel of Mark, which a religion course at Duke had taught 
me was the oldest gospel. After a few weeks, I was intellectually 
convinced (I don’t know how) that the gospel of Mark was true.

I still wasn’t saved, but I was now under conviction of sin.  
After a few weeks, one afternoon in July 1969, as I was doing 
my daily run in the woods near Frisco, Colorado, I felt a strong 
tugging on my heartstrings. It was saying several things: (1) that 
I needed to accept Christ as my savior in order to fix what was 
wrong with me, and (2) if I didn’t accept Him, I was going to 
miss out on something really great. So I stopped running, sat on 
a rock, looked up into heaven, and said, “Okay, come on in!”

At that point, as I look back on it now, things got very quiet in 
my head. I felt at peace, feeling that I had done everything God 
expected of me. The ball was in His court now, I told myself. 
After that, things began to change (including my scientific world 
view), and they have been continually changing ever since.

By Russ Humphreys

The Tennessee Independent Baptists  for 
Religious Liberty (TIBRL) will meet at Stanley 
Heights on Tuesday, April 23. The goal of the 
TIBRL is the promotion and protection of 

religious liberty. The Executive Director is Aaron Snodderly. 
Pastor Dr. Freeman J. Weems, First Baptist Church, Atoka, 
Tennessee is the president/chairman. Pastor Brent Baughman, 
Stanley Heights Baptist Church, serves as vice president/vice 
chairman of the TIBRL.

Missions Trip Fundraising- We will have a fundraising meal 
on April 28th. All proceeds go to help our team going to South 
Africa this summer.

Missionary Matt Stensaas is our guest speaker on Sunday, 
May 12. His mission field is Uganda and he is with Baptist 
International Missions, Inc.

On the Calendar — April, May, and June

Graduate Recognition & Patch Club Awards is coming up 
on Sunday, May 19. Graduates from High School and College 
will be recognized as well as awards to outstanding children in 
the Patch Club.  

Seniors, please join us for The Seniors Fellowship and the 
preparation of  Vacation Bible School materials on Tuesday, 
May 28. 

The Fine Arts Academy Recital is set for Thursday, May 23. 
Come be an encouragement to our future musicians. 

Rummage Sale on May 11th to benefit the South Africa 
missions trip. We will begin accepting donations on Sunday, 
April 28th.

Saturday, April 27th, we will have a Nerf Wars activity in the 
Gym. Young people in 3rd grade through 8th grade are invited to 
join us. Pray that the Lord would bring out many young people.

It's a Vacation Bible School 
like no other coming to you the 
week of June 3-7!

Kids will race from conti-
nent to continent to discover 
that, no matter where we live, 
what shade of skin we have, or 
what language we speak, we are 
all part of the same race—the human race—and all part of the 
same family from Adam and Eve. 

As they examine the events surrounding the tower of Babel, 
kids will learn that God is calling people from every tribe and 
nation through his Son, Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world. 
And that he wants us to share this good news in kindness and 
love with our neighbors nearby and far away.

Join The Incredible Race and experience God's love for ev-
ery tribe, language, and nation!

Volunteer training is set for Wednesday evening, May 29.

Ready, Set, Go!
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What policies does our church have in place to keep our children safe? 
We do background checks on anyone who works with children or students. As a rule, we wait until individuals have been 

members for 6 months or more before considering them for any position involving minors. We also have a policy that there 
should be a minimum of 2 workers present with children at all times. 
How can I help my children? At church, at school, in public places? 

Basically, be aware of where your children are and who they are with. Obviously, you cannot be with your children every 
moment of the day, especially as they grow older, but use common sense in keeping track of your children. For example, don't 
send younger children to use the restroom by themselves. Teach your children how to act if they are approached by anyone in 
an inappropriate manner. Teach them that their body is their body, and no one has the right to touch it, with the exception 
of appropriate parental assistance, or medical personnel. Encourage your children to run and tell someone if an adult or 
even a peer does or says things that make them feel uncomfortable. Establish that they are not in trouble if someone else acts 
inappropriately towards them, but that they should always tell you. 
What is the church's responsibility? What is my responsibility? 

The church's responsibility is to do our best to provide a safe environment where children can be pointed to Christ. In this 
role, we as a church want to do all that we can to protect our children. However, the church cannot take the role of the parent. 
Parents, you need to prayerfully and carefully make decisions and put practices in place to safeguard the children God has 
entrusted to you. Don't assume that everyone else has your family's best interests at heart. 
What should I do if I suspect that something inappropriate has taken place? 

First of all, listen to your child. Do not dismiss or ignore their concerns or comments. Gently get the facts as clearly as you 
can, without injecting too much emotion if possible. What you learn will inform how you proceed. However, on the other 
hand, don't assume wrong doing where there may just be a misunderstanding. You do not want to falsely accuse someone and 
ruin their reputation for no reason. It truly is a work of God to expose sin, and we need to pray that God will help us prevent 
such situations from taking place, and to expose such a situation if it were to take place. 
Where can I find more on the Internet to read on this topic to help my family? 
•	 http://www.challies.com/articles/6-reasons-why-sexual-predators-target-churches 
•	 http://www.challies.com/quotes/the-techniques-of-a-sexual-predator 
•	 http://somesecrets.info/blog/2014/1/21/pedophiles-groom-both-the-child-and-the-family

Helping Families Stay Safe: Questions Parents Should Ask 

Don is originally from Hobart, Indiana, up near Chicago, and Tammi was born in England to a 
military father and British mom—her parents eventually settled in Chattanooga.  Don was brought 
up in a Catholic home, while Tammi was saved at the age of 5.  Tammi earned her original bachelor’s 
degree in nursing in 1988 from UTC and, though she preferred to be a homebody, she left home 
for the military that same summer.  She started out her career in Florida, then spent several years in 
Valdosta, Georgia before moving to Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi, MS, where she worked in the 
Coronary Care Unit.

Meanwhile, Don was attending the University of Evansville, Indiana and coming to know the 
Lord as his personal Savior.  The Lord used a close friend in his dorm to challenge his long-entrenched Catholic beliefs and 
stimulate an interest in a personal relationship with Christ.  Don graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Nursing in 1993 and started 
work at the University of Louisville hospital, but he never forgot his friend’s words and was saved shortly thereafter; he too entered 
the military and headed for his first assignment—the critical care unit at Keesler Air Force Base.

It was at this point that the Lord brought them across each other’s paths.  Initially there wasn’t much spark—Tammi was a 
confirmed bachelorette without much interest in romance outside fiction, and Don was independent, pursuing his career, and 
wasn’t much interested in marriage either.  After a tentative friendship there was a first date—that wasn’t—and then one thing led 
to another, and they were married. 

After 20 more years with the military, and further assignments in Illinois, Ohio, Georgia, and the UK, they both retired 
from the military—Tammi in 2008, and Don in 2018, and at that point they believed the Lord was leading them to move back to 
Chattanooga, where Tammi’s Dad still lives.  

Don earned his Nurse Practitioner degree from Wright State in 2011 and has been a nurse practitioner for 7 years; he is 
currently working in that capacity for Premise Healthcare, seeing the employees of Blue Cross Blue Shield as patients.  Tammi 
graduated with a Nursing Education degree from Southern Illinois University Edwardsville in 2004 and is a nurse educator at 
Memorial Hospital.  They bought a home in East Brainerd and invited Tammi’s Dad to move in with them this past summer.  They 
also adopted a 10-month old shepherd-boxer mix shelter/rescue dog named Bella, who is highly entertaining and regards herself 
as the head of the household.

Don enjoys reading and running, and working outside in the yard/garden.  Tammi likes reading, baking, and long walks. They 
both enjoy travel and expect to take future trips back to England to visit Tammi’s family there, as well as to Indiana, where Don’s 
mom still lives.  They hope to get back to visit Wales and Ireland—with a long-term goal to visit Australia, since Don once enjoyed 
a visit there after he graduated from college.  They are thrilled to be members at Stanley Heights and are happy to serve wherever 
there is a need. 

In Touch With Our Members:  Don and Tammi Potter
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