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The Disciple’s Impact: Deployed as a Disciple who Disciples
I want to take this last Connections of the year and further our discussion about a disciple’s impact.
In Robert Coleman’s classic work, The Master Plan of Evangelism, he writes, “When will we realize
that [evangelistic discipleship] is not done by something, but someone?...The work itself is done by
people reaching people (page 105).” Read that statement again and, if you have a writing implement,
underline the most impactful part of the statement.
Now, look at the graphic accompanying this article one
more time and consider the four relationships of a person
who is seeking to be a discipling disciple. Take a minute
and put a name be each one (though there may be many more than one name
you could write).
• Follow One: Who is the person who is or has been a mentor for me to
follow?
• Encourage One: Who is a peer I am encouraging in their spiritual journey?
• Lead One: Who is a person I am intentionally seeking to mentor/disciple
in some way?
• Reach One: Who is one person I am seeking to reach for the Lord?
This is the real test of deploying disciples. Who am I seeking to impact? Otherwise,
it’s a just a great mission statement. Resolve to be a discipling disciple.

Patch Singers Present Christmas Spirit

It’s not too early to think Christmas! It will be here before you know it. And for our Patch Singers, the
Christmas spirit will set in very soon as they begin learning seven new songs to present on December 15 as
part of the musical Christmas Spirit by Majestic Music.
A young girls’s search for the true meaning of Christmas turns into a
wild adventure in this fun-filled take on Charles Dickens’ classic tale, A
Christmas Carol. Join Amy, Michael, and Bip as they travel through time
with some unexpected, eccentric visitors and learn that the good news of
the Gospel is the point of Christmas.
Don’t miss this special presentation on Sunday, December 15 in both
of the morning services.
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Remembering Our Shut-Ins
Please remember our Shut-Ins with prayers and cards in 2019. Please contact the church office
for addresses. It would be good to remember their families and caregivers also. They include:
Lewis Alligood; Judy Bagley; Larry Camp; Dorothy Earnshaw; Les & Bonnie Frazier; Larry & Jo
Ann Joiner; Ruth Lowery; Bobbye Malone; Jane Martin; and Alice Matthews.
•

WELCOME
NEW
MEMBERS
David Baer

Jon Hinson

•
•
•

CONDOLENCES to:
Lewis Alligood, Teresa Honeycutt and
family of Billie Alligood
Joyce Hall and family in the loss of her son
The family of Margaret Hamm
Anne Utter and family of Bob Utter

More About
Clint and Rita Vernoy’s Mission Field
God has blessed us with the privilege of serving him for over 35 years on the mission field.
We served first in Venezuela in a city called
Barquisimeto. We worked there with Carlos
and Susan Arce. By God’s grace we were able,
along with The Arce family and other missionaries throughout the country start a bible Institute to train Venezuelan men for the pastorate. To day there
are over 50 men serving God as pastors with many of them
having started the churches where they minister.
It was God’s direction to start a Bible institute, with the
political situation as it is in Venezuela today, very few missionaries remain and the pastors that are there are the men who
will preach and continue the work.
After eight years working in the city of Barquisimeto God
led us, through to foster children we had in our home, to
change our place of ministry. They were from the Ye’kwana
tribe, also known as the Maiquiritare Indians in the amazon
region of Venezuela. We moved into the jungle to a village
on the Chajura river. We served in the village for 10 years,
establishing the church, doing medical ministry and training
the folks there to do evangelistic outreach to the other villages
of the Caura river valley.
We, along with all other missionaries serving in the jungle
were expelled from the region due to political decree. We
continued a few years again in the city hoping to return to the
jungle and working on translating the book of Ruth. God
showed us clearly that we should relocate to the country of
Paraguay where we have been for the last 11 years working to
establish the Iglesia Bautista Sin Fronteras (IBSF) or in English, Baptist Church Without Borders. We are located in the
tri-border area of Paraguay, Brazil and Argentina.
We are preparing to build our auditorium in March of
the coming year. We thank God for His blessings and for
your faithful support. With you as a church behind us, many
things have been accomplished. We will only know the full
tally when we get to heaven.

TO THE JEW FIRST...
THE ‘DAYS OF AWE’
By Mark Oshman

A ten-day period ‘—known as the ‘Days
of Awe’ -- exists between the Jewish New
Year and the Day of Atonement. For 2019,
the ‘days of awe’ run from September 30
through October 9.
In the Jewish Talmud, a rabbi opined
that God opens three ledgers on every
Jewish New Year’s Day. In the third book, God inscribed the
names of those whom were neither overly righteous nor overly
wicked. For this group, God suspended sealing His decrees of
life or death until the evening of the Day of Atonement. The
‘Days of Awe’ allow such people to repent and do good works,
so that God can inscribe their names in His ‘book of life.’
During the ‘Days of Awe’, Jews strive to practice teshuvah
(‘returning’ or ‘repentance’). They will assess the tenor of
their lives, repent of their waywardness, and strive to live
righteously.
Christians would do well to examine their lives periodically.
They need not fear exclusion from God’s ‘book of life’;
applying Jesus Christ’s atonement to themselves settled that
issue. Nevertheless, they should follow the advice given by the
prophet Jeremiah: “Let us search and try our ways, and turn
again to the LORD” (Lamentations 3:40).

Overcoming Depression God’s Way
Depression affects people from all walks of life and all ages.
It has been estimated that 40 million adults age 18 and older
suffer with anxiety disorders.
Are you or someone you know suffering from some degree
of depression? You are invited to join us for biblically-based
encouragement and guidance in Overcoming Depression God’s
Way. We will begin meeting in November at 7:00 p.m. on
Wednesday nights. Watch for the announcement of the date
and join us. Those who want to be an encouragement to
someone else are welcome to join us as well.

Following God to a Closed Country
Editor’s Note: Due to the sensitivity of this mission field, we cannot disclose the name of this missionary family, their picture, or even give
you the name of their mission field. A clue is that they recently visited us at Stanley Heights. If that is not enough and you want to know
more, please call the Church office for more information.
Hello, we are missionaries in a closed country in Eastern Europe. The Lord has blessed us with 3 sons - the youngest 2 being born in the country where we are serving.
God called us to be missionaries when we were teenagers and through His leading, we met at Camp BIMI. The Lord used
the 4-Day Focus by IBJM to burden us specifically for this country as they made us aware that they were deplete of the Gospel.
We have been serving the Lord here since January of 2016 and are excited about what God is doing here. I work as a Volunteer English teacher at a legally registered Charity called “Hope International”.
We are currently on our first furlough. We are excited to see our supporting churches be encouraged by what God has
done during our first term as we also help them gain a better idea of how to pray more effectively for our ministry goals of our
coming second term.
When we go back in January we will begin a new Bible study in our apartment with the aim of using this to plant an independent Baptist church in our home city. This city, which is the largest city in the country, is the capital of the country and
has a population of 2 million people. In preparation for our return we have already moved to the apartment where we will be
working, and in January we will be holding multiple Bible studies in our apartment.
A burden creates emptiness when you do anything but follow it and we are greatly burdened for the people where God has
called us. Thank you for your prayers for us!
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A Walk Through the Valley of Depression
If you find yourself afflicted with mild or severe depression and find yourself powerless to help yourself, there are things you
need to know. The most important thing is that there is hope in Jesus Christ for you. Help comes through focusing on him through
his Word, prayer, preaching and singing. When you feel hopeless, you have taken your eyes off Jesus. Be reassured, he knows where
you are, he has allowed it, and he will carry you through.
Secondly, don’t be afraid to admit your need, and reach out for help. There is no shame in this affliction.
There may be more reasons than one for your depression. It could even be medically related. Vitamins B12 and D levels play a big
role in depression. Your symptoms may be so severe that you even believe you have a brain tumor. See your doctor who can diagnose
your condition accurately and make recommendations for relief.
When depression strikes, it magnifies everything that causes you pain. Diet and regular exercise are so important to your recovery.
You will see improved mood; resiliency to stress; improved memory benefits, improved social skills; development of new brain cells;
and better sleep from exercise.
Talk with your Pastoral Staff who may be able to come along side of you with some help or offer their expertise on resources
to pursue. Don’t overlook biblically-based support groups in your own church. Those groups provide a comfort zone that comes
through knowing the leaders or some of the participants.
There are also many types of support groups that can help you through this painful time. They can be found on the Internet or by
calling organizations specific related to a type of affliction. Know that the commonality of depression exists between the different
types of support groups such as caregiver, Alzheimer, addiction recovery, grief recovery, etc. In addition, there is a confidentiality
agreement that is common to most support groups.
While some trials don’t last very long with the Lord, the key word is “walk” in this phrase from Psalm 23:4, “yea, though I walk
through the valley.” Some trials are a walk and not a run through the valley. The most important phrase is, “for thou art with me.”
You can trust God to walk through any trial with you and sustain you. His touch will be clearly visible to you as you receive his
healing. You are never alone.
By Pastor Alexander
South Africa Missions Experience
We were privileged to partner with and get to know the McCrums and Faith Baptist Church of Witbank, South Africa. We
were treated royally, and the people were warm in opening up their hearts, their homes, and their ministry opportunities for us
to serve with them.
It was so refreshing to see people from different backgrounds, different cultures,
who speak different languages and have different views on many things, uniting to
further the work of the Gospel. It makes us look forward to standing with "a great
multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues, stood before the throne" (Revelation 7:9).
@Mike Whitesell
We were blessed to spend time with Pastor Clive, Pastor Sthembiso, and Pastor Jan
@Mike Whitesell
("Yohn"), hearing their testimonies and seeing their passionate labor to reach their people. While South
Africa is a land of contrasts, it was good to be reminded that people there are just like people here - in need
of life-changing truth
While we did many different things, what was most important was what we saw, and what God taught
us. We look forward to seeing folks from Faith Baptist here at Stanley Heights in the not-too-distant-future!
@Mike Whitesell
By Janis Rowland

Just a “World” Away

My relationship with the term evolution relates to how I evolved to my present state in my relationship with
God. For me, the process has been a long one since I was saved as a young child. By age 12, I felt that God was
calling me to be a missionary. By age 16, I decided that I wanted what the “world” said that I needed to be to be
happy and I began to move away from the missionary idea. It was no secret to God that I was going to distance
myself from what I perceived to be His will. I never completely walked away from God but I didn’t give Him
first place for several years in my twenties and thirties. He was patient and blessed me greatly even though I was
consciously following what I thought was my plan.
Growing up in a time when women were expected to only be wives, mothers and homemakers, education held little value
for me. It came as a surprise to me that I would graduate high school; earn an Associate Science Degree and a Bachelor Degree;
complete The Tennessee Valley Authority’s (TVA) Engineering Associate Training Program; and work 27 years for TVA.
God allowed me to check off everything on my bucket list and more. In hindsight, I can see that His hand was upon the direction
that I took at every turn and He was always in control. However, my success is overshadowed by the reoccurring thought, “what
would my life have been like if I had gone to the mission field?” Sad to say, it will always be a question without an answer.
I can only tell you that God’s infinite grace allowed me to come full circle to experience the joy of representing Him as a shortterm missionary later in life. Over the last twenty years, I have traveled with teams to several states in the U.S. and six foreign
countries (some multiple times.) The education and work experience prepared me well to relate to those that I was privileged to
witness to and serve over the years. Even a short stint hauling loads for my brother’s trucking company was especially helpful in
witnessing in Siberia. The first two men that I met were truckers bemoaning the lack of work there forcing them to Germany.
My youngest brother’s greatest pride comes in telling others that his sister is a missionary. That works for me as well!
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Watermelon Social Men’s Choir

Open Choir Night Good News Club Train. Celebrate Freedom Sunday

@Judy Eaves

Senior Fellowship
Picnic

Senior Fellowship
Picnic

Teen Hike

@Ed Alexander

South Africa Missions Trip

@Mike Whitesell

@Ed Alexander

@Mike Whitesell

@Ed Alexander

@Ed Alexander

@Mike Whitesell

@Ed Alexander

SHBC at Pioneer Fest

Senior Fellowship
Potato Bash & Contest

PCC Proclaim Team

Ben Muldoon Reception

Ben Muldoon Reception

STANLEY HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH

Children’s Message

Academy of Arts

Lady’s Choir
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